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I have viewed the home page for this project with great interest and am

very impressed by how well it is done and how useful it would be for foreign
visitors to Kyoto and even for foreign students who might study in Kyoto.

1- Is it easy to view the presentations?
Most of the pictures and descriptions are both easy to view/read and are of
great interest.

However, in some of the presentations, the pictures do not appear. For
example, in the presentation on Kurama and Kibune and the one on Food
and Japanese Tradition.

Also, in some, the pictures appear too dark--for example, Ninnaji and New

Year's Holiday in Kyoto.

The one on "Mysterious trip of water and fire" is very interesting, but the
places to click for the movie and for the interview with the foreign guest do
not work.

One significant problem for the viewer is the size of the font (print). In
many cases it is much too small. An older viewer, anyone with bad eye-sight,
and some others may not bother reading such descriptions because the size of
the print is too small, This is true with about 1/4th of the presentations.

I would also recommend that in most cases at least that the size of the
font/print be relatively large and dark so that it is easy to read and accessible
to all.

2- Are the categories appropriate?
I think that the coverage is excellent, but you might wish to revise the
categories a bit and redistribute the presentation.



For example, there is no separate category for lodging on the Content page,
although there are presentations on LODGING. Since short-term visitors to
Kyoto will be very concerned about lodging, I recommend a separate category
on "Lodging and Logistics." In this, you could have an expanded
presentation on lodging.

I would also suggest one on the TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM,
including bus, subway and train--including links to Osaka, Kobe and Tokyo.
The transportation system presentation should include information on the
"ichinichi josha-ken" for the bus system. It might also include information
on taxi rentals ("kashikiri takushi").

[ would also recommend a section on CONVENIENT GUIDES TO
PLACES AND EVENTS IN AND AROUND KYOTO. This should
include reference to Kyoto Visitors Guide, Kansai Time Out, Miyako Messe
(Kangyokan), and Kyoto Kokusai Koryu Kaikan, among others. It might also
mention where the guides can be obtained. Also, it should note the help
maps in the Kyoto Visitors Guide and the fact that the city publishes goof
bilingual maps of the city and a good bilingual transportation map.

3- Is the content of interest?

Yes, I think it is of great interest and very well done. I like the variety
which goes well beyond temples and shrines to food, pubs, shopping areas
etc.

4- |s the content a good guide to Kyoto/Japan's culture?

Yes, I think it is a good guide; but I think that it would be helpful to
mention other Kyoto City/Prefectural facilities that also introduce local
culture. In this regard, I think that it would be especially important to

mention Miyako Messe in the Kangyokan and also the Kokusai Koryu
Kaikan.

In addition to this, I do think that the MUSEUM section is too short.
Kyoto City has published a bilingual book that does two page description of
over one hundred museums/galleries in Kyoto.  This book might be
mentioned, but, in any case, I would urge that the MUSEUM section be
expanded for better coverage of Kyoto/Japanese culture.



The meaning of €D E DAL in the question is not clear. Certainly, the
site does not address the culture of any country other than Japan, so I have
answered above in regard to Japan.

5- Is the site a useful source of information for tourism in
Kyoto?

Yes, but it could be improved somewhat with some of the suggestions
noted above.

6- With this homepage, can one understand Kyoto Culture?
Yes, one can understand a food deal about Kyoto and broader Japanese
Culture from the site.

7- Other

I think that the City of Kyoto, in cooperation with the temples and shrines
in particular, can do much more to attract tourists and make their stay in
Kyoto more fruitful.

One big problem with tourism in Kyoto is the high cost visiting multiple
sites. In many European countries this is not so much a problem, since one
can purchase discount passes that enables one to enter many sites for a
specified period of time. Kyoto really needs to be more "user-friendly” if it
wishes to significantly expand the number of tourists.

Terry MacDougall, Director
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Stanford Japan Center

Consulting Professor, Stanford University
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